Lower Alloways Creek Township launched a Shrink Wrap / Agricultural Film Recycling Program in
the spring of 2010. Prior to that time, local farms, nurseries, and boat owners placed their used films
and plastics at the curb to be collected as bulky trash and taken to the landfill. Lower Alloways Creek
Public Works Department personnel recognized an opportunity to divert tons of potentially
recyclable material away from the landfill. A search for end markets willing to accept this material
yielded two acceptable destinations.

The Public Works Foreman and the bulk truck operator contacted local agricultural enterprises.
These waste generators agreed to keep the shrink wrap and agricultural films separate from the non
recyclable bulky trash. The monthly Township newsletter included a public announcement
concerning the collection of shrink wrap and agricultural films.

Shrink wrap and agricultural films are now collected curbside with a claw-equipped boom truck.
These plastic materials are delivered to Salem County Improvement Authority where we are charged
a tipping fee. The SCIA acquired a bailing machine specifically to accommodate this type of
material. They store the plastic on site until it is collected by a manufacturer who uses it as raw
material in their manufacturing process. Lower Alloways Creek's Shrink Wrap / Agricultural Film
Recycling Program diverted 1.97 tons of material away from the landfill in 2012.
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